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Using Playtime to Make Your Baby Bilingual

By Seivaxt Vora

Our first program was the
Language Workshap for Chil-
dren, a New York City-based
company that's been around
since 1973 and has 10 nation-
wide locations.

Eesides Spanish, French,
Italian and Mandarin are of-
fered in nine- or 10-week ses-
sions, with weekly 45-minute
classes conducted solely in the
chosen tongue, In the tots® di-
vision, the teacher usually
greets the students with a wel-
come song and puppet show
and then walks the kids
through a variety of activities.

Once our daughter got past
her initial confusion of a Span-
ish-only setting, she was en-
gaged by the fast-paced, lively
class. She and six other kids
watched anmimatedly as the
teacher showed them different
stuffed animals and imitated
their sounds, and danced to
upbeat songs, such as one that
worked through body parts
from head to toe. Our haby
only said some of the words,
hut she thoroughly enjoved
herself, To keep up learning,
parents get a picture hook and
music CD to use at home with
their children a few times a
week.

The Language Workshop for Children
languageworkshopforchildren.oom
{pectured above)

333010 $500 for a 45-minute weekly class
rurmnang 9 ta 10 weeks

Immsrsian classes in four different
languages in the feom of a structured play-
groug environment supplemented by.a (D
and wirkboals for home use

Once oo 2-year okd daughter gat past the
imilial corfusion of the teachor speakeng only
Spanish, she was thoroughly engaged
during the well structured and lvely session,
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